Dear Mr Straw,
I was pleased to hear of your appointment as the government’s ‘Anti-Corruption Champion’. This is a welcome step in the reform of the UK’s corruption laws. 

As you will be aware, our record on corruption has been in question recently as a nation. Last month the UK dropped from 12th to 16th place in Transparency International’s annual Corruption Perception Index. Today’s report from the OECD Working Group on Corruption confirms that we are not acting fast enough to close loopholes in the current laws, and are failing to meet the agreements made at the Convention on Combating Bribery of Foreign Officials in International Business Transactions. 

We in the UK enjoy considerable freedom from corruption in our everyday lives, something that we should be very thankful for. It is disappointing to me that those same freedoms are denied to others in developing countries by our reluctance to hold our international businesses accountable. (I am particularly concerned at the use of intermediaries to circumvent our bribery laws, a practice that the OECD report says is “a common modus operandi for companies that bribe officials.”) In your new role, I would urge you to send a strong message to businesses that the UK will not tolerate corruption, and that it will seek to prosecute whenever possible.

Corruption undermines development, democracy, and confidence in the rule of law, and works against our own aid and development initiatives. I would encourage you do everything within your power to ensure that the UK sets an example to the rest of the international community on the issue of corruption. 
I am glad to hear of plans for a UK strategy, and I look forward to hearing the Law Commission’s conclusions next month. These are positive steps, and I trust they will lead to decisive action in the near future. 

Wishing you every success in your new role,
Jeremy Williams
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